INTRODUCTION
e contemporary Diasporas (scattered people who live outside mother countries) in the world pay attention to the phenomenon of race and ethnic politization. Especially, participation of the diasporas in political life of the country of settlement or role of diasporas in creation of foreign policy in the country of emigration as well as an country of immigration as a objects of research are investigated (among others creation of political lobbies, e.g. Jewish Diaspora in the United States) 1 . e increasing political importance of the diasporas, both in immigration and emigration countries is indicated. 2 e problem is very complex, especially in multiracial and ethnic societies e diasporas are treated as a separate actors of international relations. ey are regarded as a most powerful factor in creating transnational policy 3 and as a part of globalization processes (e.g. Robin Cohen, Diasporas in the age of globalization). 4 During last decades the Diasporas issues became more and more frequently in the scope of political scientists and particularly experts of international relations in above mentioned research dimension. 5 But participation of the Polish Diaspora in politics, both in Poland and countries of settlement is very neglected area of research. Mostly, the Polish Diaspora was and is treated as autarkic community and such research's perspective dominated. e problem is not only almost unknown but also important because of the fact that nowadays outside Poland live about 25-20 million of Poles what means that almost about one second of Polish nation live in the Diaspora.
POLISH DIASPORA IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA  GENERAL VIEW
e largest Polish Diaspora community -which is very specifi c -on the African Continent exists in the Republic of South Africa. It is about 10.000-30.000 strong with an downwards tendency. 6 e community is also South Africa's largest among ethnic minorities from Central and Eastern Europe. e origin of the community goes back to the second half of the 17th century. 7 However, especially emigration during and a er the Second World War, is the only which provided the seed of the contemporary Polish Diaspora in South Africa. e prevailing majority of the Polish community focuses in industrial and metropolitan areas. It is estimated that about 60% of them live in the Greater Johannesburg Metropolitan Area and the second centre of the Polish Diaspora is Cape Town and others live in Pretoria, Durban, Pietermaritzburg and Port Elizabeth. Because of the emigration of the 1980's, Polish emigrants created new centres in the Vaal Triangle industrial district (Vanderbijlpark, Vereeniging, Sasolburg) and in cities situated east-south of Johannesburg (Secunda, Evander, Ermelo, Leandra) and west-south of Johannesburg (Westonaria, Carltonville and Lenasia).
e Polish Diaspora as a group has attained a relatively high social and professional position in South Africa. ey occupy middle rungs of the white ethnic social stratifi cation ladder. In the last decades the Polish Diaspora in South Africa has confi rmed a high standing in recognition of its professional qualifi cations. Most of its members represent technical professions. Others work as medical and governmental personnel or are owners of small enterprises. ey occupy high posts in mining, chemical, computer and electrical companies.
e Polish Diaspora represents a high level of education. It refers to these who emigrated to South Africa during the last decades and also to those who were born in South Africa. At least they have a secondary education. Very frequent among them are university degrees.
In the main concentrations of Polish immigrants, since the end of the 1940's, Polish associations were founded, with the object of furthering the knowledge of the Polish language, culture and tradition among newcomers and providing them with social and professional assistance.
e Polish associations became particularly active mostly during the celebration of Polish (more rarely South African) independence anniver- saries and the Roman Catholic Church holidays. e most important and prestigious ceremony for the community still remains the celebration of the anniversary of the anti-Nazi Warsaw Uprising of 1944.
POLISH DIASPORA AND SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS (apartheid period and process of transition)
During the apartheid period the engagement of members of the Polish Diaspora in South Africa's political life was marginal. South African politics was dominated mostly by Afrikaners, to a lesser degree by whites of British and Jewish origin. e Polish Diaspora in South Africa concentrated rather on its own social and professional advancement. But such absence on political niveau did not mean the lack of interests in South African politics. Modest political actions were constituted only by associations of the Polish Diaspora. e members of Polish Diaspora and especially their associations were very loyal to the South African apartheid authorities. In principle they accepted basic assumptions of interior policy -apartheid -offi cially called separate development policy. Manifestation of this acceptation was active participation of the Polish Diaspora associations in celebrations of offi cial holidays, e.g. in Jan van Riebeeck Day, Founders' Day, Settlers' Day, Remembrance Day, Republic Day, Garden Party in Pretoria, or in activity of the South African Cultural Academy. On the occasion of the Republic Day associations of the Polish Diaspora sent special greetings to the South African Prime Minister or President. In the 1980's they collected money for special support fund for South African Army Forces fi ghting in Namibia (Poles as citizens of the RSA served there). e same negative attitude to the Communism and Communist states had the big infl uence on relations between associations of the Polish Diaspora and South African authorities. 8 e aims and activity of the associations met with approval of the authorities. e Council of Poles in Southern Africa was treated as a representative body of the Polish Diaspora in the RSA and was invited to consult immigration matters. e representative of the South African authorities (among others ministers and mayors) were invited to take part in Polish events organised by the associations.
Offi cially positive attitude towards the Polish Diaspora was expressed in the end of the 1980's by South African Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Roelof "Pik" Botha. 9 Sporadically the Polish Diaspora was used fulfi lling the aims of South African foreign policy. In the middle of the 1980's e Council of Poles in Southern Africa with discreet support of the South African Ministry of Foreign Aff airs have been lobbing among the Polish Diaspora in the United States and Canada for supporting offi cial policy of the government in Pretoria and standing against boycotting the RSA and imposing sanctions against this state. 10 e Polish Diaspora did not actively take part in maintaining apartheid and as a group did not work in the oppression apparatus of the state. 11 But in relatively numerous foreign and Polish publications it was stated that Poles are the greatest enthusiasts of apartheid or that Polish professional speciality was working in South African criminal police. Not only opinions of activists of the Polish Diaspora but my fi eld research do not confi rm such statements. Hani. 15 e other associations did not make any statements regarding themselves as apolitical.
A er the assassination in cities and factories with strong political support for Afrikaner, right wings parties Polish emigrants met with sympathy but soon in whole South Africa the attitude towards the Polish Diaspora began to be more restraint. e attitude have been changed, especially of black population (Africans) when the South African and Western mass media started to underline the Polish nationality of J. Waluś e negative attitude towards the Polish Diaspora was manifested by hostile inscription on walls and telephone calls or face to face threats which concerned mainly Polish doctors from Port Elizabeth, East London and from hospitals in Bantustan Transkei. 17 ere were not fear of psychosis but rather anxiety and uncertainty for the future. 18 Because of such tense situation the Polish Ambassador in Pretoria asked for talks with leader of the ANC N. Mandela 19 and the Polish Diaspora called off some celebrations, e.g. 50th anniversary of the Polish Orphanage in Oudtshoorn and congress of Polish doctors in the RSA.
A er the assassination of Ch. Hani vision of bloody revolution was relatively high. e level of security among the Polish Diaspora as well as among other whites in South Africa declined largely. Since the assassination the massive exodus of whites from the RSA began but offi cial statistics did not confi rm such migration. 20 Paradoxically, J. Waluś a er assassination of Ch. Hani became the most popular Pole in South Africa. He was associated with most famous political murder in South African contemporary history. 24 In autobiography of N. Mandela and in many biographies about him words "Poland" or "Poles" did not appear but appeared phrase "Polish immigrant" to describe J. Waluś as a defendant of murder of Ch. Hani 25 . In turn, in Poland J. Waluś became "hero" and "idol" for Neo-nazis and extremely right-wing nationalists, 26 and even in city Radom (more than 220.000 inhabitants) the proposal to name of one of streets was put forward. 27 e case of J. Waluś can be treated as an isolated one. e members of the Polish Diaspora did not engage in activity of right wing groups in South Africa. e membership in such organisations as Afrikaner Weerstands Beweging, World Apartheid Movement, Wit Wolfe, and Anti-Communist Catholic Defence League and Traditions, Family and Property belonged to rarity and was limited to the mining and rural areas where dominated right wing Afrikaners. Minimal infl uence to the Polish Diaspora had Stallard Foundation which united the English-speaking Right and Anti-communist emigrants from Central and Eastern Europe. ere were no answer for calls to establish Polish branches of World Apartheid Movement in South Africa. 28 Not numerous Polish emigrants were members of ruling National Party (among others Jerzy Wallas long-standing chairman of the Polish Association in Johannesburg) but they played secondary functions. Only a few of members of the Polish Diaspora fulfi lled the high posts in South African public administration. 29 who were engaged in anti-apartheid activity concerning mainly education and social aid for Africans in townships. 30 e Polish Diaspora did not directly support the former political system. With the exception of few cases Poles stood apart from internal politics.
Despite not direct engagement in South African political life the political preferences of the Polish Diaspora were rather specifi ed. ey overwhelmingly supported National Party but in the end of 1980's certain popularity gained Conservative Party which was opposed to dismantle apartheid system. e great impact on attitude of the Polish Diaspora towards political reality during apartheid period had South African offi cial propaganda which quite convincingly explained racial stratifi cation with white supremacy, using slogan "Communism" as a bugbear, and interchangeably describing ANC as a agenda of the Soviet Union. 31 e Polish Diaspora treated the ANC as a communist organization and its activity as a terrorist one. 32 e Polish associations were indignated for the fact that Poland fi nance the ANC and they did not want to have nothing in common with the ANC and its participation in government. 33 e Association of Poles in Southern Africa protested against awarded bishop Desmond Tutu of Nobel Peace Prize in 1984.
Until the end of 1980's the Polish Diaspora was negatively prepared for the participation of non-white population in exercising power in South Africa and they thought that every race should live separately. 34
In early 1990's, the majority of the Polish Diaspora became increasingly convinced of the inevitability of dismantling apartheid and reforms initiated by President Frederick Willem de Klerk. 35 Many of Poles regarded the reforms as a necessary evil. According to the activists of the Polish Diaspora majority of this Diaspora supported political reform (unfortunately, there are no its voting results in referendum in 1992). 36 But opposite opinions were also formulated. 37 e only one member of the Polish Diaspora -Jan Kiepiela -was directly engaged in talks between ruling National Party and still delegalized the ANC. 38 e round table in KwaZulu Natal was the eff ect of the talks. 39 e Polish Diaspora had fears concerning for the creation of New South Africa. ese fears were connected with possibility of substitution of white's domination for black's one. ere were many opinions that the ANC and the SACP wanted to use democratic election to introduce totalitarian state a er winning election; that new political system would not prevent bloody confl icts.
At strated big sobriety in relation to the new South African authorities, especially originated from the ANC. 44 e participation (a turnout) of the Polish Diaspora in the next parliamentary election in 1999 was much lower. e undisputed hegemony of the ANC became a fact and political parties represented white population were in crisis. Many members of the Polish Diaspora were aware of situation that participation in election would change nothing and therefore it prevented them from voting. Such trend was noticeable during election in 2004 as well as in 2009. e Polish Diaspora negatively judged affi rmative action policy of new government. e policy was aimed to compensate injustices of apartheid but for many whites, also members of the Polish Diaspora employed in public sector and state companies it meant earlier dismissal from the work.
A er gaining power by black majority the Polish Diaspora did not maintain close contacts with the ruling ANC. e Polish associations underline own political indiff erence. Some of them even in own statute underlined that they do not engage in activity of none political party.
Despite high professional and social status the Polish Diaspora did not create pro-Polish lobby in South Africa. Infl uence of the Diaspora for South African decision-making centres, especially in New South Africa is none.
From the perspective of last a dozen so years the Polish Diaspora, like majority of whites in South Africa, recollected former political system on the basis of apartheid with nostalgia but was aware of apartheid injustice and its inevitability. e Polish Diaspora representing high level of education and highqualifi ed skills looks ahead in nascent democracy in South Africa but sees also many threats.
It should be added that the Polish Diaspora was and is more interested in political life of mother-country (Poland). Since 1990, like other Polish 44 e extreme opinions stated that a er ending apartheid pro-racist attitudes increased signifi cantly among the Polish Diaspora, see: Życie i praca w RPA, http://www. afryka.diplomacy.pl/forum/viewtopic.php?t=112.
Diasporas in the world, posses right to take part in the Polish presidential, and parliamentary elections, as well as (since 2004) in election to the European Parliament. 45 ABSTRACT e article focuses, fi rst and foremost, on attitude of the Polish Diaspora in the RSA towards socio-political situation in country of settlement. In solving problem particular attention is drawn to the attitude of the Polish Diaspora to political transition in South Africa. Relation to this process is portrayed by engagement of the Polish Diaspora in building new political order a er apartheid -multiethnic democracy called New South Africa, among others through its participation in parliamentary elections, referendums and membership in political parties. Conclusions concentrate on conditions and eff ects of the Polish Diaspora participation in political life in country of settlement. 
